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To the "Group of Twelve" JouertDieters S.J
Dear Friends,

Thank you for inviting me to the gathering of the
Economians the other evening. I had met Mr. Kawano
once or twice at meetings of the Sophia-kai, but that was the
first time to meet many of you since we were together on
the campus of Sophia in 1954-5

I read the reminiscences of Mr. Shimizu which
Mr. Kawano sent me by e-mail the other day. It brought
back many memories to me also. For you it was the first
time for you to come into living contact with real live
Americans. For me, it was also my first chance to come into
contact with the Japanese people. I came to Japan in
September 1952, but the first year I spent in a house on the
isolated campus of Eiko Gakuen where about 30 of us
newly arrived missionaries lived and studied Japanese.
During that year, although I was in Japan, actually I had
very little contact with any Japanese people. We young
missionaries sometimes took a walk to the nearby
Takatori Yama where small school children came some-
times with their teacher for %5 4. In our children's
Japanese we would talk to the children. And the children
would ask us for "chewing gum." It was the only word
they knew, because they learned to ask the soldiers
around the Yokosuka base for gum.

But the first Japanese young people I really got to
know was your A6 class and the A4 class. I only taught your
class from April until the summer when Mr. Adrian Jones
arrived in Japan and came to Sophia to teach. (I still have
contact with Jones who lives in the Chicago area, and is now
retired.) My first good impression was of how friendly you
were, and how eager to learn about the world outside of
Japan. Now foreigners, both in Japan and outside of Japan,
know much more about Japan than we did in those days.
Also, Japanese know much more about the world outside of
Japan. Neither foreigners nor Japanese can any longer
have the thrill which we had when we met one another.

I am looking forward to meeting you again. I will
try to find some old photographs and search my memory for

stories from those good old days.
Robert Deiters, S.J.
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